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Sam Schuchat, Executive Officer
California Coastal Conservancy
13th Floor, 1330 Broadway
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear ML Schuchat:

I urge the California Coastal Conservancy to direct money from the California Sea Otter
Fund to support the research project proposal titled, "Investigating the Consequences of
Coastal Contamination and Anthropogenic Stressors for Sea Otter Recovery." The
multi-disciplinary team that will lead this project possesses the expertise and
commitment to accomplish the proposed work, and the resulting data analysis will
inform specific conservation-action recommendations-such as managing specific
routes of land-sea pathogen transmission-that should encourage sea otter population
growth and improve ocean health.

Sea otters have recognized value as sentinels of ocean health because of their
exposure to near-shore anthropogenic activities along the California coast and their
tractability to detailed observational studies. The information gained from the proposed
research activities will undoubtedly advance our understanding of threats impacting
ocean health and provide science-based solutions for proper stewardship of our
oceans. The Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board is charged with
regulating sources of discharge to surface and ground water in the Central Coast. The
proposed research activities will help us understand how best to regulate discharges in
a way that will reduce impacts of these stressors to marine mammals and to protect the
overall health of ocean waters. We have already made use of findings associated with
past research on related topics to inform our storm water outreach programs and
NPDES permit monitoring decisions. The proposed project will provide important data
for making wise decisions associated with regulatory and management programs for
protection of water quality.
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Please contact Karen Worcester of my staff at (805) 549-3333

(kworcester@waterboards.ca.gov) if you have questions.

Sincerely,

.,j~

--'( Roger W. Briggs
Executive Officer

cc:

Dr. Dave Jessup, DVM
Marine Wildlife Veterinary Care and Research Center
Calif. Dept. Fish and Game and
University of California at Davis
1451 Shaffer Road
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

Andrew B. Johnson
Program Manager
Sea Otter Research and Conservation (SORAC)
Monterey Bay Aquarium
886 Cannery Row
Monterey, CA 93940
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